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For the Christian Herald. 


RELIGIOUS BIOGRAPHY. 


There are but few, if any, who will dissent from the following 
opinion of the author of the Rambler: ‘No species of writing 
seems more worthy of cultivation than Biography, since none can 
be more useful or delightful, none can more certainly enchain the 
heart by irresistible interest, or more widely diffuse instruction to 
every diversity of condition.”” We do not suppose that this cele- 
brated writer here alludes to religious biography in particular, but 
it is certain, he could not have intended to exclude it. : 

The holy Scriptures contemplate the formation of a religious 
world. They furnish sketches of the lives of holy men, exhibiting 
their faith and intrepidity, their toils and sacrifices. They mark out 
their character by strong and distinctive lines, that we may avoid 
their defects, and imitate their excellencies. We are exhorted to be 
separate from the world, and to touch not its unclean pursuits. 
Upon the showing of Scripture the followers of Jesus Christ 
are possessed of a set of principles, habits, motives, and pursuits, 
by which they are broadly distinguished from a world lying in wick- 
edness. These all died in faith, not having received the promises, 
but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them and em- 
braced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth. 

The Christian Biographer should be at great pains to develop 
that change which takes place in regeneration—when we consider 
that this is a great turning point in the moral history of man, that 
it is the incipient step in a life of hallowed usefulness, and that it is 
often brought about under circumstances that pleasingly exhibit the 
Divine Sovereignty, we have no hesitation in demanding of the wri- 
ter that he be here ample, and somewhat minute in his details. 
To this regeneration, as to a copious and golden fountain, he is to 
trace all those blessings which the individual has been instrumental 
in diffusing within the circle of his influence. He will find it to be 
his province then, to keep full in our view, the importance of this 
change, and by an exhibition of its fruits, to show every reader its 
necessity. 

In sketches of life and character, the leadings of Providence 
should be placed prominently in view of the reader. The Chris- 
tian from his own personal experience is here prepared to accom- 
pany the writer, for the life of every Christian is almost a life of mi- 
racles; our wants have been unexpectedly supplied, our sorrows 
C. Hernan, No. 236. A 
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have been removed, and even turned into blessings ; unknown bene- 
factors wind their way to our dwellings, and the anger of our ene- 
mies has been suddenly appeased. 

There are certainly various and successive steps in the lives of 
pious men which demand attention, and even challenge admiration, 
It is a pleasing part of the work of a Biographer to fasten on the mind 
a sense of the beautiful exhibitions of Providence, with which the 
Church is so constantly teeming. This nears the distance between 
that great Being, the lines of whose authority stretch out to infini- 
tude, and the perishing worms of a day or an hour. 

In speaking of the leadings of Providehce, it is proper to go back 
as far as possible into the life of the individual ; for not more cer- 
tainly does God guide the infant from the cradle to the stability of 
manhood, than he conducts the christian to a station of commanding 
usefulness. It is a remarkable fact, that out of the thousands whose 
lives have been written, a very large majority of these have been 
baptized in infancy and been blessed with a pious education. Though 
events appear sometimes inconsiderable, followed out in their re- 
sults, they prove firm and splendid links in that chain which Pro- 
vidence weaves round the sphere of our earthly being. 

These views will lead the biographer oftentimes to mark the be- 
nignant effects of domestic religion, its influence in forming the ha- 
bits of youth, and the Divine faithfulness to families and churches, 
From faithful families and churches, God usually selects those in- 
struments by which he accomplishes his plans. Though there be 
some striking exceptions, it will hold good as a general rule, in the 
conversion of men, that whilst the curse of the Lord is in the house 
of the wicked, he blesses the habitation of the just. 

We are fortified in these sentiments by an appeal to the Sacred 
Writings. We accompany Joseph with a sorrowful heart through 
all his afflictions, but when he ascends the second chariot of the 
kingdom, we feel that we have reached a brilliant point in the mys- 
terious scheme of his life. Here the inspired page glows with the 
most ample illustration. When Moses becomes the leader of Israel 
we see how the providence of God is manifested in its watchfulness 
over his infancy, and there is something indescribably pleasing in 
the Scriptural account of the infant years ef him, of whom Moses 
was but a type. 

But there are other objects besides these to be answered by Re- 
ligious Biography. The writer has a solemn task to perform, in 
showing how far his subject imitated the Lord Jesus Christ. Men 
are apt to fix on different standards of character, but we contend 
that the only proper standard, by which to try ourselves, is the per- 
fect character of Jesus Christ. Some profess to take Jesus Christ 
for their model, whilst they indignantly revile his atonement, whilst 
too many so applaud his atonement as to forget the lustre of his 
example. But we need not say that one object of his atoning death 
was to furnish strength to imitate him in his holy life. 

It is not the humility of patriarchs, nor the zeal of prophets, nor 
the intrepidity of apostles, nor the boldness ef reformers, that is to 
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engage our attention any further than as they followed the Master of 
us all. The Evangelists unceasingly lead us to the example of Jesus 
Christ, not by any stately and measured exhibition of its excellence, 
but by leaving its excellence to be evolved by an endless varie- 
ty of circumstances. Proceeding on any other principle, we shall be 
in danger of exalting the creature, and of bringing back a night of su- 
perstition on the Church. Formed into different sects, we are all 
sufficiently anxious to exalt our leaders. One saith | am of Paul, 
another, | am of Apollos, and another of Cephas, though we were not 
baptized into the name of either of this triple group. But before 
Jesus Christ the pride of learning must fall, sectarian prejudices 
must know their place, all boasting in our virtues brought to an end, 
and we reduced into obedience at His feet. 

As we know that no man can perfectly imitate that illustrious 
model which Christianity presents, it has been made a question, 
whether the failings of men are to be brought forward and dwelt 
upon by the biographer. We answer unhesitatingly that impartiality 
is an important qualification for this work, but an impartiality bear- 
ing the stamp of candor and charity. The holy Scriptures reveal 
the failings of men. This is not the most pleasing part of our duty, 
but it is well balanced by the privilege of the biographer to deliver 
the character of his subject from every unjust reproach, and eve- 
ry long nourished suspicion. He should triumph in the work of 
blunting the arrows of detraction. 

But if the biographer should be faithful in pourtraying the life of 
any distinguished individual, he should certainly give a faithful pic- 
ture of his death. If he hover over the cradle, how much more 
over the dying pillow ; for then his subject is brought to an hour 
that tests his principles. His last minutes are rapidly numbering 
up in the calculation of Infinite Wisdom, and eternity is opening its 
mighty prospects. How beautiful are the death-bed scenes of Cal- 
vin, Hooker, and we will add the name of Scott. These are not 
solitary instances of the influence of religion. Hundreds of others 
may be brought from the records of biography, to whom death has 
proved a peaceful foe. Death is a great conquerer, but he sub- 
dues thousands who are rich in the resources of endless life. 

The remembrance of the deceased seems to be natural to man. 
The church-yard is filled with the dust of those who have once 
shared in the toils of life, and the inscriptions enrolled in blocks of 
marble show that we retain the memory of their having once lived. 
This uniform practice of mankind is one cause of that ambition that 
sways the heart of man te live in the remembrance of posterity. 
This ambition obtains from the head of the humblest family to the 
warriors, statesmen, and scholars, who fill a large space in the 
world 

One of the most important duties of a biographer is to set this 
posthumous fame in its true light, for abstractly considered it is 
nothing. That fame which necessarily grows out of usefulness, is 
valuable, but it is not the fame, but the usefulness, that is worth a 
thought. ‘* Posthumous reputation,” exclaimed a dying saint, “‘ the 









































tine athe a eo Sea SS 


So Se Re St SS 





324 Religious Biography. 


veriest bubble that Satan ever invented to delude a wretched 
mortal.” 

Were we to form our opinion of the chief good from the biography 
of the distinguished men who have figured in the world, we should 
certainly be led to conclude that self is the predominant object for 
which we are to live. Whereas talents perverted are an evil, and 
genius misapplied only incurs a fearful responsibility. We die in 
debt to the world, if ali the endowments with which we are gifted, 
have not been consecrated to the Divine glory, and the good of man- 
kind. These sentiments have their foundation in the Divine Ora- 
cles, and that this world is one day to exhibit a scene of varied use- 
fulness instead of a scene of such striking selfishness, no believer 
in those Oracles will be disposed to question, {tis the part of eve- 
ry biographer, especially every Christian biographer, to examine 
the object for which we have lived, and to set out in bold relief 
those views and hopes which have animated a life of three score 
years and ten. And here we cannot forbear to express the unmin- 
gled disgust with which we turo over numerous volumes of biogra- 
phy, in which the supreme objects of those whose lives have been 
written, appears to have been celebrity, literary influence, a splen- 
did reputation, sordid gain, and self-aggrandizement. 

Having spoken of a few obvious principles in religious biography, 
before concluding we shall briefly advert to its subjects. Here the 
variety is great, but perhaps the following division will best accord 
with the design of this essay. 

Ist. Christian Ministers. We distinguish them because their Mas- 
ter has done it before us. Ye are the light of the world—a city 
set on an hill cannot be hid. By a great variety of titles their ap- 
propriate work is pointed out; and these titles cannot, with the least 
show of plausibility, be given to any other order of men. Where 
shall we find any other body of men designated as watchmen, am- 
bassadors, stewards of the mysteries of God. As Jesus Christ has 
set such a peculiar honour on his public servants, they, in like man- 
ner, should honour him by doing his work. tn looking at ministers 
who divide their pursuits, we are forcibly reminded of the saying 
of a wise man; he that wanders from his place is like a bird that 
wanders from its nest. It is the duty of the biographer to show us 
every minister in his high and peculiar calling, his devotedness to 
the work, the unity of his studies and purposes ; and thus he may 
be instrumental in raising the standard of ministerial fidelity Every 
man who assumes the ministerial office does, virtually, make an en- 
tire consecration of himself to the ministerial work. 

2d. Missionaries. These are, generally, ministers ; and, in a re- 
stricted sense, every minister may be called a missionary ; but it 
would be well if we were at more pains to obtain a full and accurate 
biography of these: good men, The present state of the church 
would justify us in devoting more than usual attention to this subject. 
Though placed by their calling in a conspicuous point of the bul- 
warks of Zion, by the distance they are removed from us, they are 
hidden, in a measure, from our view. Their lives excite unusual 
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interest. There is something instructive in the government and re- 
ligion of the countries they visit.. We feel anxious that the biogra- 
pher should watch these men in their dark hiding places, as many 
suppose they are plotting mischief among the wigwams of our west-’ 
ern Indians and the mosques of the Grand Impostor. 

3d. Laymen. This division may include a variety of persons, 
whether they be Christian scholars, poets, merchants, or in what- 
ever sphere they may move. If their lives are worthy to be writ- 
ten, they are not excluded from the eminence which biography 
gives, from the fact of their being laymen—because laymen, by their 
zeal to win souls, have sometimes brought shame to those who stand 
up in the great congregation. ‘The Holy Scriptures give us some 
fine sketches of those who acted in a retired capacity ; and this kind 
of biography is a desideratum which, filled up, would add very much 
to the stability of the church. 

4th. Pious Females. Christianity has raised them to their proper 
elevation in the scale of society ; and where a biography of a pious 
female is well executed, it is calculated to have an excellent influ- 
ence, especially among females. A considerable number of memoirs 
have been written in our country, intended to exhibit the charms of 
female piety. We would rather see the number increased than di- 
minished, as each exercises at least a limited influence ; and the pow- 
er of faith displayed in the Life of Mrs. Isabella Graham, is a piece 
of biography well suited to all sexes and all climes. 

These views have been thrown together in consequence of a re- 
cent perusal of the Life of the Rev. Thomas Scott, to which work 
the writer begs leave to direct the attention of the reader. B. 


——— 
For the Christian Herald. 


EXEGESIS OF MATTHEW, V. 19. 


Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven ; 
but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 


A more difficult or thankless task could not be assigned us than 
to contend with popular opinion or popular prejudice. ‘The opinions 
which we have adopted in early life upon the authority of others, 
without any very deep investigation of our own, or have formed as 
the results of personal diligent study, and patient research, have 
been too long cherished to be easily eradicated. That tree is most 
luxuriant, and its roots are strongest and deepest, which grew when 
the soil was most fertile. Yet if, like the fabled Bohon Upas of the 
east, it is poisonous, better to be torn from its strong hold than to 
be suffered to stand, and send abroad its contagion and death. 

It is often the fact that our earliest and long established opinions 
are most erroneous ; and in no way cap we ascertain oar error but 
by laying aside all our prejudices, and coming to the examination of 
the ground of old opinions with the same candour and caution which 
we bring to the examination of a new subject. 
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We have made these few introductory remarks, because we are 
aware that the exegesis which we are about to give of the passage 
at the head of this article, will not exactly agree with the opinions 
which are generally entertained upon it by most persons in common 
life. We do not apprehend that persons have commonly fallen into 
a mistake, concerning its meaning, on account of the difficulty in as- 
certaining it, but because they have not examined with sufficient at- 
tention and anxiety to find out what was taught, and because they 
are generally too little acquainted with the fundamental laws of ex- 
egesis. 

In order to understand this passage, and ascertain the truth which 
is intended to be taught, we must first inquire upon what occasion, and 
for what purpose it was spoken. Inthe preceding chapter the desired 
information is given us. The inspired writer there informs us of 
Christ going into the wilderness to fast, preparatory to his entrance 
upon his public ministry—of his temptation and his triumph over 
his adversary—of the actual commencement of his preaching—and 
of his choosing his disciples. He had just begun to preach the fun- 
damental doctrines ef his gospel. His benevolence and divine au- 
thority were beginning to be publicly displayed bygthe miraculous 
cures which were wrought upon all the diseased who were brought 
to him. His precepts and doctrines were beginning to be extensively 
known, from the public instruction which he gave the Jews, in their 
synagogues. And his fame went abroad throughout all that land, and 
multitudes followed him from Judea, and from the cities of the adja- 
cent countries. ‘‘And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a moun- 
tain, and when he was set his disciples came unto him.”” This moun- 
tain, by some commentators, is supposed to be Tabor, or some other 
in the immediate vicinity of Capernaum; for we are told in the 
eighth chapter, of his entering into Capernaum immediately after his 
descent from the mountain. Others suppose that the oges mentioned, 
means only a rising ground or eminence which Christ ascended for 
the greater convenience of the multitude. 

The discourse which Christ here delivered, though pronounced 
in presence of the people, was addressed particularly to his disci- 
ples, and seems to have been his first instructions to them. Ip the 
first part of the fifth chapter our Saviour details a catalogue of chris- 
tian virtues, and pronounces those blessed and happy who possess 
them. The object of this sermon was, evidently, to remove Jewish 
prejudices, and to prepare the minds of the disciples for the recep- 
tion of the peculiar and sublime doctrines of the gospel, so unlike the 
morals, traditions, and religion of the Scribes and Pharisees. This 
was, in fact, a kind of ordination sermon of our Saviour, delivered 
to the disciples on their induction into office, and as preparatory to 
their commission to preach his gospel. Every thing in this discourse 
is admirably adapted to free their minds from prejudice, and prepare 
them heartily to receive, and faithfully to preach the doctrines 
which he taught them. In the eleventh and twelfth verses Christ 
forewarns them of the hatred and persecution which would follow 
them ; and for their encouragement, assures them that they shall be 
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happy under all the indignities and reproaches which may be heaped 
upon them. He exhorts them under all their afflictions to take cou- 
rage, and rejoice exceedingly, looking not for present, but for fu- 
ture rewards. In the succeeding verses he informs them that what 
salt is in the natural, they are in the moral world. He exhorts them 
so to exhibit in their preaching, practice, and doctrive, the entire 
christian character, that the men of the world shall be persuaded 
that they were divinely commissioned, should embrace their gospel, 
and should glorify its divine Author. 

In the seventeenth verse, Jesus cautions his disciples against the 
apprehension that, because the lessons of morality and religion which 
he taught, differed so widely from those taught by the Pharisees, 
and their Rabbinical doctors of the law, he intended to release them 
from their obedience to the law. Though he attacked their preju- 
dices and traditions, he assures his hearers that the precepts of the 
law, handed down to them in the sacred books of the Jews, should 
not be abrogated by his doctrines. But for this very reason he had 
come into the world, that he might give greater authority to those 
laws, and explain them more accurately than the Pharisees had 
been accustomed to explain them. In the succeeding verse Jesus 
says, in truth I assure you that sooner shall heaven and earth per- 
ish, than that the least part of the law shall cease to be obligatory ; 
all the moral laws, promulgated by Moses, even the least, are to 
be observed. Then comes the passage which stands at the head of 
this article: ‘* Whoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, 
the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.’ Who- 
ever shall abrogate one of these precepts, which are commonly ne- 
glected, and accounted of little importance, and shall induce others 
to do the same, he shall not be called into the kingdom of heaven.— 
I will not acknowledge him to be my disciple. He shall not be ac- 
counted worthy of the Christian name. Then follows the antithe- 
sis, ‘* whoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven’’—shall be received—shall be acknow- 
ledged to be my faithful disciple. This makes the antithesis com- 
plete, and the sentiment it contains perfectly accords with the cir- 
cumstances of the author, the nature of the truths he was deliver- 
ing, the character of him by whom these truths were delivered, and 
to whom they were addressed, and the general design and scope of 
the whole subject. In order to have this appear more evident, 
we have only to be reminded, that the Jewish Rabbinical teachers 
had divided the law into greater and less commandments; and they 
supposed that many of them might be neglected and violated, and 
thut by the neglect and violation of them, no crime, worthy of pun- 
ishment, would be committed. ‘These Rabbinical teachers were of 
the sect of Pharisees ; and this sect referred all those laws, which 
regarded external rites and ceremonies, to that catalogue of di- 
vine precepts, which they regarded and taught as of the utmost im- 
portance, while they utterly disregarded, both in their conduct and 
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teaching, those precepts which were moral, and which were of 
perpetual authority, in regard to their claims upon our observance 
and obedience. These were the men, in reference to whom Christ 
spoke ; and how could he say any less than that those who neglect- 
ed and violated the moral precepts of the law, as the Pharisees ne- 
glected and violated them, and who, as they ‘taught others to do 
the same, should have no part with him in his kingdom—should be 
utterly excluded, while he would own those who should keep the 
moral and ritual precepts, and would receive them into his favour, 
and would associate them with himself in promulgating his gospel. 
The following verse confirms this exegesis, and affords a key to the 
meaning of the whole passage. ‘‘ For I say unto you, that except 
— righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
harisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
That is, unless you excel the Scribes and Pharisees in the pursuit 
and cultivation of piety and holiness, you will not be worthy to be- 
come partakers of the benefits and privileges which my gospel con- 
fers upon all those who embrace it. The obedience which you 
pay, must comprehend not only the letter of the law, but also the 
spirit and design of its moral and ritual precepts. 
R. E. * * * & #, 
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To the existence of such supposed secret believers among the Con- 
tinental Jews, former Reports of your Committee have borne repeat- 
ed testimony—and though it cannot be denied, that on a prima fa- 
cie view of the question, a presumption lies against the sincerity of 
such dissembled convictions, it ought not to be forgotten, that pre- 
sumption is not proof, and that the representations of men of piety 
and judgment, living in the midst of these Israelites, conversing with 
them, and showing their conduct, ought not lightly, and upon mere 
general grounds, to be rejected. Much caution, doubtless, is to be ob- 
served, in admitting the existence of an alleged faith in Christ, when 
that faith shrinks from an open avowal ; and from what is known of 
the character of many unconverted Jews, a reasonable jealousy may 
be entertained of the operation of sinister views in such cases. Let 
not, however, this caution and this jealousy be pushed to an extreme, 
inconsistent with the charitable genius of the Gospel, and repugnant 
to the spirit and conduct of its Divine Author, and its first professors. 
When Nicodemus applied to our Lord for instruction, he did not turn 
him away, nor even upbraid him, because he came to him by night, 
secretly, for fear of the Jews. Nor were the Gentile churches, in the 
first ages of Christianity, restrained from contributing to the relief 
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of such converts, by any fear of thereby holding out a temptation te 
insincere pretenders to conversion. 

Although, therefore, your Society cannot, as such, for many im- 
portant and well understood reasons, apply their funds for the tem- 
poral relief of persecuted converts, yet they would be far from wish- 
ing to check the benevolence of individuals. 

A Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews was formed 
early in last year at Detmold, in Westphalia—and though, in conse- 
quence of the opposition and misrepresentations of certain individu- 
als, it was not allowed long to subsist as an independent Institution, Ba- 
ron Blomberg, one of its chief supporters, found means to preserve 
its efficiency, by uniting it, as a branch, to the Society soon after es- 
tablished at Berlin. 

Deeply affected with a view of the spiritual wretchedness of the ° 
Jews around him, Baron Blomberg and his friends sent out a Jew- 
ish convert, named Petri, (recommended to them by M. Von Meier, 
of Frankfort,) as a missionary among his brethren in that and the 
neighbouring provinces. Mr. Petri’s Journal will be read with in- 
terest. It confirms what has been said in reference to other parts 
of the Continent, of the readiness of the Jews to receive Christian 
instruction. He had several conversations and discussions with the 
Rabbies in various places, and with inferior Jews—received from 
both classes numerous applications for Tracts and Testaments, 
ef which he distributed a considerable number; and though, as 
might be expected, occasionally opposed and reviled, was in general 
kindly and even affectionately treated by his brethren. Two facts 
which he mentions are particularly deserving of notice—one, that 
he was, in different instances, encouraged by the Jews to address him- 
self particularly to the children and young people, who were left at li- 
berty by their parents (though themselves too old, as they said, to 
change their religion,) to follow their own discretion—the other, that 
many females applied for New Testaments, ‘ bitterly lamenting the ig- 
norance in which they were held by their Rabbies.’” He mentions al- 
so, that in one place, where some bigoted Jews attempted to get hold 
of the books which he had circulated, in order to destroy them, ‘ the 
young men and females would not part, on any acconnt, with their New 
Testaments, but would read and examine them inorder to know whether 
Jesus be the Messiah.’ It is a pleasing fact to mention in this con- 
nection, that the Jews themselves in the South of Germany, are now 
publishing extracts of the Old Testament, expressly for the use and 
instruction of their women. In the course of his tour, Mr. P. found 
several opportunities of directing the attention of Christians to the 
measures now in operation for the conversion of the Jews, and re- 
ceived from many of them cordial assurances of their readiness to 
concur in them. At Hanover, he had reason given him to hope that 
an Auxiliary Society would speedily be established. . 

Your Committee will next advert to Prussia.—It has been alrea- 
dy stated in this Report, that Messrs Wendt and Hoff departed 
since the last anniversary as Missionaries to Poland. On their way 
to their place of destination, they were detained some time at 
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Kengsberg, where it pleased God to open for them, unexpectedly, 
a wide field of useful exertion. The following extract of a letter, 
from Mr. Hoff, gives some interesting particulars relative te their 
labours in that place :— 

‘*The first day after we became known, our room was almost 
always filled with Jews ; there was then a great fair at Memel, and 
Jews came from various quarters, especially from Silesia, and soli- 
cited books. They willingly paid the price we asked for the New 
Testaments and the Prophets. Our books were soon disposed of, 
and we were glad to obtain more from the Rev. Mr. Eliel. As many 
wished to have German Bibles, we obtained of the Bible Society 
here twenty copies, of which we have only five left. They paid 
for the greater part of these Bibles: almost 300 Tracts, and twen- 
ty New Testaments and Prophets were soon distributed. As our 
second supply was inadequate, we sent for a chest of Books from 
Dantzic, so that we have now a tolerable supply. 

‘‘ The first eagerness being over, we had to see if any of the seed 
would shoot out ; and this satisfaction the Lord soon vouchsafed to 
us. Many Jews came to us, and we became known to many fami- 
lies, and we saw the visible blessing which the Lord vouchsafed to 
our feeble labours. 

‘* Amongst the Israelites, to whom the word of God found ac- 
cess, a learned young man was especially attentive to it. In his first 
visit he used all his wits to prove that Jews may be happy without 
Christianity ; to this we opposed the word of God, and God bless- 
ed his word with respect to this young man. He came to us again, 
and requested us to read the Bible with him, which we did willing- 
ly ; and he now, God be praised, as a sincerely penitent sinner, 
seeks pardon through Him ‘“* who was wounded for our transgres- 
sions,’’ and ‘* bruised for our iniquities.” His name is B., and God 
has gifted him with extraordinary talents. He speaks French, Ita- 
lian, Polish, and Russian, and he knows Hebrew very well, so that 
when we read the Bible together, he always reads the Hebrew text 
into German. He knows English a little, and Latin tolerably well. 
As he lives by teaching languages wholly, he instructs several young 
Jews, upon whom he now works with truly Christian zeal ; and, 
God be thanked! one of these youths is already brought to an ac- 
knowledgment of the truth. Besides him there are several other 
Jews on the road to the knowledge of the truth. The Jews here 
are singularly prepared for Christianity ; we are beloved by them, 
and are already in very confidential intercourse with many of them. 
We may surely hope that our labour in the Lord will not be in 
vain.” 

A full confirmation of these statements, and a most satisfactory 
testimony to the proceedings of your missionaries during their stay 
in Koenigsberg, was subsequently received, in a letter from Dr. 
Weiss, professor of philosophy in that city; who communicated 
also the gratifying intelligence that, on their suggestion, an Aux- 
iliary Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews had been 
established, under the sanction of Dr. Borowsky, bishop of the 
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Evangelical Church. The directors of this new Institution pro- 
pose to themselves the two-fold object of ‘ addressing the adult Is- 
raelites, und devoting their particular attention to the younger classes 
of that people.’ In reference to the former of these objects, they 
remark :—‘ To show to the Jews the Redeemer of Israel, is the 
official duty of every clergyman ; but now the professors of divinity, 
and evangelical clergymen, who are members of our Society, have 
in a more special manner offered to make it their serious concern.’ 
A hope, also, is reasonably expected that, through the medium of 
the school which they propose to open for the children, they shall 
be brought into a very intimate contact with the parents, to whom 
‘an access will thus be opened to the holy books of the New Tes- 
tament.” They have selected as the teacher of their school, the 
young Jewish convert mentioned in Mr. Hoff’s letter, of whom 
professor Weiss says, “he is as willing as fit to fill that station,” 
adding, ‘‘it is affecting to see hew the Spirit of God continues his 
work in his soul, and strengthens and establishes him in humility, 
faith, and love.” 

At Berlin the cause of the Society continues to be maintained 
with energy and success ; and your Committee have reason to be- 
lieve that the Auxiliary Institution, last year reported to have been 
formed there, has been already productive of much benefit. A va- 
luable correspondent, residing in that city, thus writes : 

‘*My conviction, which I have I believe imparted to many 
here, is, that we should attempt to hasten general, rather than to 
achieve individual conversion ; individual conversion, however, as 
it were, waits upon us. I have been, since the Society has been 
established here, requested to attend four baptisms of Jews. Two 
took place to-day ; one was of good, and the other of superior pro- 
mise ; all were performed by a pious clergyman, member of our 
Committee here. 

** An elderly Jew, in Silesia, told a friend of mine not long since, 
that the proofs of the truth of our religion given in one ef our Tracts, 
which came into his hands, pierced his heart ; that he was too old 
to change his religion ; but that his children shall be baptized. 

“* A young Rabbi was baptized here lately ; | was one of the god- 
fathers, and mentioned to you the case. I gave him a few cards 
and tracts to distribute near Dantzic, where he is placed in a school. 
I have had a letter from him of the 20th instant, dated from L. near 
Dantzic. He first says, that he has distributed the Tracts amongst 
Jews ; and he proceeds thus: ‘* When the Jews at Dantzic learnt 
that I distributed Tracts, their superiour (the chief Rabbi, | sup- 
pose,) came to me and begged to have some Tracts. I conversed 
with him, and made him attentive to the Psalms and the Prophets, 
by which a Jew ought to be convinced that Jesus, our Redeemer, 
is the Messiah. He said, that the Dantzic youth (Jewish, of course) 
would pass over certainly to Christianity, but that it would be diffi- 
cult for this to happen with the old.” He then begs me to send 
him | racts and Bibles for the Jews.—Consider what it was for the 
head Rabbi to come on such an errand ; and to whom ? a convert- 
ed Jew,—in their eyes a renegado.” 
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Another letter from the same correspondent shows how widely 
good may be prapagated among the Jews, by means of the Society’s 
publications, when entrusted to those who have their spiritual in- 
terest really at heart :— 

«*The 100 New Testaments in Jewish German, which’! lately 
received from the Society, (from the London Society’s store at Ber- . 
lin,) have been demanded of me, | can say with truth, every one 
of them, with prayers and entreaties, by Jews from Poland ; | have 
not one left. 

‘‘An old learned Jew, the grandfather of E. A., holding up in 
my parlour a New Testament in his hands towards heaven, exclaim- 
ed fervently, ‘Sir, you may believe me, I read this book day and 
night.’ This Jew had no official business with me whatever, and 
stands towards me in no worldly relation whatever. He at his own 
impulse travels to Grodno and Wilna, proclaims Jesus Christ open- 
ly, and distributes New Testaments and Tracts. 

‘‘ Many Jews have implored me, for God’s sake, to procure for 
them the whole Bible in their own tongue, offering me a crown, 
equal to 3s. for each copy. 

‘«* | answer to you for the truth of these wonderful facts as a man 
of credit, and a public servant; and | beseech you to call the atten- 
tion of the Society to them. Twice the holy man of God, Isaiah, 
says especially, ‘ Make a path, make a path, open the way, take 
away the obstacles out of the way of my people.’ In my opinion, 
complete Bibles are now of urgent necessity for the Jews; and it 
would be well if the Society would cause Bibles to be printed speed- 
ily. I think I alone could dispose of 500 copies, at 3s. per copy, 
besides such as should be given to poor people. , The missionaries 
woild then find a field already prepared for the seed, and the con- 
duct of their business would be far easier, and more blessed in its 
result. 

‘* Mrs. R.’s sister continues to behave nobly, labouring hard for 
her bread at Lemberg, robbed of her mother’s inheritance by her 
father, who lives there, because she adheres to the faith in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Your Committee have frequently had to acknowledge, in former 
reports, the very important services rendered to the Institution by 
its valuable Vice-President, Sir G. H. Rose, British Minister at Ber- 
lin. The Societies’ Missionaries have found him ready not only to 
exert himself officially to facilitate their progress, but to aflord them 
at all times faithful and affectionate advice. It is, therefore, with 
great regret that the Committee learnt his intention to leave that ca- 
pital, and return to reside in England. They cannot omit this oppor- 
tunity of offering to him once more, in the name of the Society, their 
most cordial thanks for the effectual support which he has given to 
its undertakings during his residence at the Prussian seat of govern- 
ment. His place cannot easily be supplied. Your Committee, how- 
ever, have much satisfaction in informing you, that Professor Tho- 
luck, a gentleman of piety and of most extensive learning, especially 
in the oriental languages, has undertaken the office of the Society’s 
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representative in Berlin. He purposes to engage himself in the writ- 
ing of Tracts, and in the publication of a work in German, similar to 
the Jewish Expositor. He will also travel, in the summer, to visit 
the Society’s missionary stations on the Continent. From his various 
Jabours, in connexion with this institution, your Committee anticipate, 
under the divine blessing, very extensive benefits. 


——_ 


WESTERN AFRICA—sigerra LEONE. 


_ A heavy affliction has befallen the colony of Sierra Leone, in a fa- 
tal fever, which has carried off many of the Europeans. The So- 
ciety, in the loss of its Missionaries and friends, has very severely 
suffered. Never did the committee receive such an accumulation of 
heavy tidings, as came, this last month, in quick succession, in the 
course of a few days. Not only have both the chaplains of the colo- 
ny been removed from their labours, but three of the labourers in 
immediate connexion with the Society have departed this life: two 
of these three, Mr. James Bunyer and the Rev. W. H. Schemel, 
had but just entered on their work. The report of the other death 
which we have the pain to record—that of the Rev. W. Johnson— 
will be heard with that deep regret which accompanies the departure 
of well-known and long-tried friends. 

All these Christian labourers have left widows. Mrs. Johnson, in 
England, was anxiously waiting the: arrival of ber husband, whose 
chief object in his visit to this country was once more to see her in 
this world. Mrs. Flood arrived in the vessel in which her husband 
died. Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Schemel, and Mrs. Bunyer, are, at present, 
in Africa. | 

This distressing intelligence is not, however, without some allevi- 
ation. The Mission, which has been thus afflicted, is still greatly 
blessed of God: its converts continue to multiply in number, and to 
grow in grace ; and one and another of them is added, with the best- 
grounded hope of usefulness, to the body of native teachers. It is 
obvious, that it is on this class of labourers, under the blessing of 
God, that the extension of christianity in Africa must chiefly depend. 

The destructive influence of the tropical climates of this conti- 
nent on the health and lives of Europeans, renders the prepara- 
tion and increase of competent native instructers a point of first im- 
portance with the Societies which are aiming to benefit Africa. The 
committee cannot, therefore, but feel thankful, in the midst of the 
trials of the Mission, that these labourers continue to multiply. 

But the work which has been begun, and has received such a bless- 
ing from God, must be maintained. The committee feel this dispensa- 
tion of Providence a loud call on them to mature, as speedily as 
possible, the system of Missionary preparation which they have in 
hand, that well-instructed labourers may be ready to take the field : 
and they cannot but hope that the members of the Society will feel 
it their duty to assist this object, both by their liberal contributions 
and their earnest prayers. 
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The committee have thought it right, on this solemn occasion, to 


put on record their feelings, which they have done in the following 
minute and resolution— 


“Ata Meeting of the Committee of the Church Missionary Society, 
held on Monday the t4th of July, 1823. the Secretary stated that he had 
very afflicting intelligence to report from Sierra Leone, not less than five 

ersons connected with the Soeiety having been removed from their la- 
cine between the 20th of April and the 8th of May, among whom was 
their excellent friend, the Rev. W. Johnson. On Sunday, April the 20th, 
Mr. James Bunyer, Schoolmaster in Freetown, died about one o’clock in 
the morning, after a short illness, and was buried the same evening— Frida , 
the 25th, the Rev. W. H. Schemel died, after several weeks’ decline— 
Saturday, the 26th, the remains of Mr. Schemel were committed to the 
grave: en the same day, the Rev. W. Johnson sailed for England, ms 
rently in perfect health—Tuesduy, the 29th, Mr. Johnson was taken ill— 
Saturday, May the 3d, the Rev. S. Flood, First Colonial Chaplain, sailed 
for England, somewhat indisposed at the time; and on the same day the 
Rev. W. Johnson died at sea—Sunday, the 4th, the Rev. H. Palmer, Second 
Colonial Chaplain, preached in the morning at Freetown, and administer- 
ed the Lord’s Supper ; but was taken ill in the afternoon, and was carried 
up to Regent’s Town—Tuesday, the 6th, the Rev. S. Flood died at sea— 

ednesday, the 8th, the Rev. H. Palmer died at Regent’s Town. 

“ Resolved, that, while the Committee record, with grief and regret, the 
death of these valuable friends and labourers of the Society, and sympa- 
thize with their afflicted widows and relatives in their bereavements, they 
desire to bow with submission to the Divine Will; and to urge on all the 
members of the Society the duty of special prayer to Almighty God, that 
He would sanctify to all concerned this trying dispensation of His Pro- 
vidence—would take the African Missionaries and Converts under His 

racious protection—and would render efficient, by the influence of the 
vly Spirit, the endeavours of the Society to supply faithful Labourers in 
the Mission, and especially te prepare native Teachers who may be the 


means in His hand of perpetuating and extending in Africa the saving 
knowledge of Christ.” 


This distressing intelligence soon became known to many of the 
Society’s friends. One of them, in connexion with a principal coun- 
ty association, among the chief members of which Mr. Johnson was 
well known, expresses to the Secretary sentiments on his death, 


which will be felt wherever his character and labours are duly ap- 
preciated— 


“ How deeply are we all affected at the account of Mr. Johnson’s death ! 
Such another loss could scarcely have been laid upon us. I feel for his 
poor children in Africa, fur you, and for our common hope. 

“ Still how very much remains to comfort us! Mr. Johnson’s work has 
evidently the stamp of God upon it. Itis so firmly established, that no 
human opposition can overthrow it. He has been enabled to raise up 
many who will enter inte his labours. But, above all, the spirit of pray- 
er will be so deeply and increasingly excited, both for his Congregation 
and the Mission, that we cannot doubt but that He, who has thus cast us 
down, will work even a greater blessing by the death of Mr. Johnson, than 
his life would have been to us. May we be enabled to exercise faith in 
His mercy ! 

“la our city, where he was known, his death will be greatly deplored. 
We shall have, this evening, a special meeting, in which one object will be 
to seek a double blessing on the work of Missions ; and I trust that we 
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shall all feel, in consequence of this bereavement, both encouraged to come 


with more boldness to the Throne of Grace, and stimulated in our own 
exertions.” 


We trust that these feelings will be very widely awakened by the 
sad events which we have recorded. 


SICKNESS AND DEATHS OF LABOURERS. 


Besides the five labourers, whose deaths we have mentioned, the 
following persons connected with the society fell sick, some of them 
dangerously ; but at the latest dates in May they were recovered, 
or in a convalescent state— 


“ Rev. J. G. Wilhelm, Rev. C. W. Beckauer, Mr. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. 
Davey. William Tamba, David Noah, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Daring, and 
Mrs. Beckley.” . 


Several children belonging to the Society had been carried off— 
the infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman, at Regent, on the 16th 
of March; and the son of Mr. and Mrs. Diiring, at Gloucester, be- 
tween two and three years of age, on the 3d of April. 

Some extracts from the letters of the society’s friends will show 
the progress of sickness in the colony : 

Mr. Nylander writes on the 18th of April— 


“ Many Europeans and Africans have suffered much by sickness through 
this dry season, and several have been buried, which is not very common 
at this time of the year. None of us missionaries can complain of any se- 
rious illness, though some have suffered. 


On the 21st Mr. Diiring says— 


‘The season is very sickly. Most of our friends have been visited with 
sickness ; and when I look forward to the full setting-in of the rains, I al- 
most tremble: but | pray that our God may preserve us, and that my 
fears may be groundless.’ 


But the malignant fever which soon became so fatal was now be- 
ginning its ravages. Mr. Flood wrote on the 24th— 


“Seven or eight Europeans have gone off in the last ten days; and 
among them was an excellent man, a missionary of the Wesleyan Society, 
the Rev. George Lane. 

“ Pray, my dear friends, that neither our strength nor our faith may fail.” 


On the 13th of May Mr. Nylander writes— 


“T can assure you that I have not seen a season like this since J have 
been in the Colony. I saw a note from a workman in the King’s carpen- 
ter’s shop, wherein he said, ‘ There is nothing but making of Coffins going 
on in our shop—three and four in a day!’ 

“ This dreadful fever and the black vomit, generally terminating the lives 
of those whom it attacks in thirty-six hours—what manner of men ought 
we to be !—seems to be confined principally to the Europeans and to the 
inhabitants of Freetown. I have not heard of one liberated African having 
died of the disorder.” 

MR. JAMES BUNYER. 


Mr. Bunyer was the first person connected with the society who 
was removed from his labours, having survived little more than two 


sents from his arrival. Mr. Diiring, in a letter of April 21, says of 
im— 
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“TI saw him last on Tuesday the 15th ; when he was ina very happy 
state of mind. With tears rolling down his cheeks, he said, “ I know that 
the Lord has loved me; but this grieves me, that | have such coldness of 
heart toward him.” On Saturday, the 19th, he was thought to be out of 
danger : he called all eee to join him in prayer, which he himself offer. 
ed up in the most affecting language: in the attempt, however, to sing, 
** Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,” which he had given out, his 
strength failed him. He was shortly after seized with convulsions, which 
bereaved him of his faculties; and on Sunday morning, about one o’clock, 
he fell asleep in Christ. } 

“ He was a very consistent young man, and would have, no doubt, prov- 
ed very useful.” 


How zealously this worthy servant of Christ was entering, in cen- 
junction with Mr. Vaughan, on his labours, will appear from a letter 
written by him to the secretary, dated the 14th of March, but little 
more than a month before his death— 


* On our arrival at Freetown, after a very favourable passage of twenty- 
nine days, Messrs. Johnson, Flood, and our other missionary friends came 
out to meet us. We all breakfasted at Mr. Flood’s, where the number of 
missionary labourers assembled was twenty-nine. 

“ At Kissey we met with a very kind reception. The arrival of so many 
fellow- labourers filled the hearts of our brethren with joy and gratitude. 

“T have visited Charlotte, Gloucester, and Regent. Those stations truly 
answer the description which I had read of them in the Missionary Regis- 
ter when in England. No lovers of religion, or of civilization, can view 
those stations without astonishment. The work of God goes on, also, visi- 
bly at Waterloo. [ accompanied several of our friends thither, for the pur- 
pose of laying the foundation-stone of a church, and forming a Branch As- 
sociation. All who were present heartily thanked God and took courage, 
assured that He was fast ripening in his purposes of grace toward Africa. 

“1T commenced my labours in Freetown School, three weeks after my 
arrival. 

“ Br. Vaughan and I, with Mr. Fox, conduct the Boys’ School; and 
Mrs. Vaughan, Mrs. Bunyer, and Mrs. Fox. that for girls. The united la- 
bours now exercised there, will, we trust, have God’s blessing upon them, 
and our weakness be made perfect by almighty strength. We hope to re- 
tain your confidence, and with faithfulness to discharge the trust committed 
to our care. Br. Vaughan and I alternately attend the Adult School, which 
is held every day from 4 to 6 o’clock, Saturdays and Sundays excepted; 
Mr. Fox attends when opportunity offers. 

“It pleases God still to continue the blessing of health to me and m 
wife. Several of our friends have fallen a prey to fever since our arrival, 
but the Lord still holds us up. May we work while it is called to-day, 
while life and health last; and not in our own strength, but more simply 
in dependence on the power and teaching of the Holy Spirit.” 


REV. W. H. SCHEMEL. 


Mr. Schemel, who went out with Mr. Bunyer, in a few days fol- 
lowed his fellow-labourer to the grave. Two medical gentlemen of 
the colony advised his removal to some other climate. Their testi- 
monial, dated the 20th of March, is highly honourable to his me- 
mory— 


“We recommend Mr. Schemel’s return by an early ship; and, as his 
attachment to the cause in which he is engaged is such that he wil! only 
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resign it with his life, we would suggest that the climate of the Mediterra- 
nean, India, or New Holland, is best calculated for him. We can promise 
no recovery, and only a deceptive amelioration, while he remains here ; as 
the sudden transitions from heat to cold, and other local circumstances, 
are directly the reverse of being favourable to him.” 


Mr. Schemel’s return was, in consequence, determined on; but, 
before he could embark, a fatal seizure took place. On Saturday, 
April the 19th, he was attacked by apoplexy, and was, by repeated 


_ attacks, soon brought to the grave. An extract from his journal will 


show both the diligence with which he prepared for his labours while 
on his way to Africa, and the guard which he had on his own spirit— 


“I commenced a regular course of study. [In the morning I translate 
a chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians from the Greek ; and have begun, 
with the assistance of the best German critics, to write a brief explanation 
of the Epistle. In the afternoon I either write Sermons or translate the 
Psalms out of the Hebrew. These employments afford me many plea- 
sures ; and I often think—* How delightful will it be to be able to instruct 
one of those African youths, who will be entrusted to my care, in these Sa- 
cred Languages and in the elements of Christian Theology’. ” 


Of bis last moments, a friend writes— 


“The fever which terminated his valuable life was attended with deli- 
rium ; but, during his lucid intervals, he always expressed his sure hope, 


through Christ, of life everlasting.” 


REV. W. JOHNSON. 
The motives of Mr. Johnson’s visit home, will be seen in the following 
extract of a letter from him to the secretary, dated November 22, 1822— 


“JT believe now, that my dear wife is still alive; and I need not say that 
I feel very anxious to see her once more, Would you, therefore, be so 
kind as to solicit the Committee on my behalf, to give me leave to return 
next April or May to England? I should also feel more comfortable in my 
present situation, if my affairs respecting my relations in Hanover, since 
the death of my mother, were settled: I have a brother, sixteen years of 
age, unprovided for; and unless | endeavour to do something for him, he 
will be exposed to the world without a guide or a single friend. 

“| should wish to be back again in September or October; as I would 
not be absent any part of the Dry Season. 

“ My present labours are so various, that I think a visit would do me a 
great deal of good. It would especially refresh my spirits, which are very 
low: yet I am so wonderfully supported, that at times I am lost in admi- 
ration how I get through all so well. Ob, what shall I render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits toward me!” 


The committee most readily acceding to Mr. Johnson’s wish, he em- 
barked, as before stated, on Saturday, the 26th of April. He had in 
charge Mr. Diiring’s daughter. A young native woman, one of Mr. John- 
son’s communicants, accompanied them to take care of the child. This 
was mercifully ordered ; as in the afflicting and final scene which soon 
followed, this native Christian administered to his comfort, and received 
his dying words and testimony. 

On Tuesday the 29th, the third day after they sailed, his sickness be- 
gan. On Wednesday the fever increased, and he thought his end was 
near. On Thursday a blister was put on his chest, to relieve his pains; 
but he continued to grow worse. On Friday he could not turn in bed: 
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hiccough came on ; and he said to his mourning convert, “I think I can- 
not live.”” He suffered much under the black vomit. 

On Saturday, May the 3d, the day of his death, he would call, in inter- 
vals of delirium, for David Noah, his active and laborious assistant ; and 
for his friend Mr. Diiring, and endeavour to tell them what he had to say 
before he died. He expressed his earnest wish to see his wife; and en- 
couraged his attendant, bidding her not to fear, and giving her directions 
how to proceed on her arrival in London. He then desired her to read to 
him the twenty-third Psalm: when she had read it, he said, “I am go- 
ing to die. Pray for me.” He charged her to take good care of Mr. Dii- 
ring’s little girl, and to desire the society to send a good minister to Re- 
gent’s Town as quickly as possible, or the people would be left in dark- 
ness; but added, “ If 1 am not able to go back, you must tell David No- 
ah to do his duty; for if Noah say, ‘ Because massa dead I can do no- 
thing,’ he must pray, and God will help him, and so we shall meet in 
heaven.” His last intelligible words were—“ 1 cannot live! God calls 
me, and I shall go to Him this night !” 

Thus died this eminent instrument of the divine goodness to many hun- 
dreds of the once most degraded and wretched sons and daughters of Af- 
rica! His last thoughts were given, as we see, to his beloved charge at 
Regent’s Town. He had addressed a letter to them after his embarka- 
tion. The effect of this letter and the state of the people will be seen 
from an extract of a communication from Mr. Norman, dated on the 2d 
of May, addressed to Mr. Johnson, and sent after him to England— 


“The people behave well, and attend the means of grace as usual. 
“Some had prophesied, that as soon as you left us, the people would 
not be kept in order ; but I rejoice in being certain, that it is those princi- 
= of our holy religion, which you have endeavoured to inculcate, that 
eeps them orderly and quiet: yes, it is that grace of God which bringeth 
salvation, and which teaches your beloved people to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and enables them to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
wicked world. 

“T read part of your letter on Saturday evening ; and, in particular, that 
art which related to the children. Your people were much affected : and 
am happy to add, that your exhortation was not lost upon them; for w 

had, on the Monday afternoon, a large increase in both schools. | 
“ May the Lord be with you, to bless and preserve you! may He make 
= instrumental in stirring up the people of England to come to the 

elp of the Lord! May He return you, in due time, in answer to the pray- 
ers of your people, filled with the blessings of the Gospel of Christ; and 
then give you many more seals to your ministry, and many more souls to 
your hire.” 


It may be easily conceived what poignant feelings of sorrow the death 
of Mr. Johnson will awaken in the breasts of the whole population of Re- 

nt’s Town; and especially of the hundreds of sincere Christians, to 
whom he has been made the instrument of conveying spiritual freedom 
and inestimable blessings. This people has a peculiar claim on the aflec- 
tionate sympathy and earnest prayers of all who wish well to the cause 
of Christ among the Heathen, and especially in Africa. May the Great 
Head of the church preserve them in the truth, and in godly simplicity 
and mutual love—keep them from the wiles of the enemy—and provide 
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them with a minister who shall win their hearts and establish them in the 
faith, by following the affectionate and scriptural course of their now glo- 


rified pastor ! 
(To be continued.) 








UNITED STATES.—roreicn missions. 


The fourteenth annual meeting of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions was held at the Court House, in the 
city of Boston, September 17th and 18th, 1823. Present, Hon. John 
Hooker, Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, LL.D. Rev. Samuel Austin, 
D. D. Rev. Jedediah Morse, D. D. Hon. Jonas Platt, Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, D. D. Hon. William Reed, Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. 
Rey. Jeremiah Day, D. D. LL.D. Rev. Henry Davis, D. D. Rev. 
John H. Church, D. D. Rev. William Allen, D. D. Jeremiah Evarts, 
Esq. Hon. Samuel Hubbard, and Rev. Warren Fay. 

he Hon. John Hooker took the chair. 

The session was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Austin: 
and, on the second day, by the Rev. Dr. Davis. 

Mr. Evarts presented his Report as Treasurer for the month of 
September, 1822: and Henry Hill, Esq. as Treasurer for the re- 
maining eleven months of the year, from Oct. 1, 1822, to Aug. 31, 
1823: which Reports, as examined and certified by the auditor, 
were accepted. 

From these statements it appeared, that the receipts of the Board, 
during the year preceding August 31, 1823, were $55,208 94, and 
that the expenditures were $66,379 75. 

The Corresponding Secretary read the introduction to the Report 
of the Prudential Committee ; and, at several different times during 
the session, gave a verbal account of the Missions under the direc- 
tion of the Board. 

A letter from William T. Money, Esq. and a letter from William 
Wilberforce, Esq. both members of the British Parliament, were 
read, expressing the deep interest which these gentlemen take in 
the Eastern Missions conducted by this Board : Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board entertain a grateful sense of the very 
kind attention paid by William T. Money, Esq. to our Missionaries 
at Bombay ; of the testimony he has promptly given to the wisdom 
of their measures, and the fidelity with which they prosecute their 
object ; and of his readiness to afford every facility in his power to 
promote the full influence and ultimate success of the American 
Mission ; and that the Corresponding Secretary be directed to com- 
municate this resolution, with all due respect, to Mr. Money. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be presented by the Cor- 
responding Secretary to William Wilberforce, Esq. for the deep in- 
terest he has taken in the objects of this Board, particularly in in- 
troducing the blessings of the Gospel in the East Indies ; and for 
what he has done and generously offers to do in future, for the at- 
tainment of these objects: and that the Board very sincerely reci- 
procate his wishes for a cordial union and co-operation in carrying 
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forward the great schemes of benevolence, which have been de- 
vised and adopted in both countries, for the conversion of the world.* 

The following officers of the Board were chosen for the year en- 
suing: viz. Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D. President, Hon. John Cotton 
Smith, LL. D. Vice-President ; Hon. William Reed, Rev. Leonard 
Woods, D. D. Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Hon. Samuel Hubbard, and 
Rev. Warren Fay, Prudential Committee ; Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. 
Corresponding Secretary, Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D. Recording 
Secretary, Henry Hill, Esq. Treasurer, and Chester Adams, Esq. 
Auditor. 

The Rev. Edward D. Griffin, D. D. and the Rev. Herman Hum- 
phrey, D. D. of Massachusetts ; S. V. S. Wilder, Esq. late of Paris, 
now of Massachusetts ; the Rev. Bennet Tyler, D. D. of New-Hamp- 
shire ; the Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D. of Connecticut ; the Rev, 
John H. Rice, D. D. of Virginia; and Edward A. Newton, Esq. of 
Calcutta, were unanimously elected members of the Board. 

At 7 o’clock in the evening of Wednesday, public worship was 
attended at Park-street church ; and the annual sermon before the 
Board was delivered by the Rev. President Day, from Nehemiah, 
vi. 3, ‘* And I sent messengers unto them, saying, | am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease, 
whilst I leave it, and come down to you ?”’ 

A letter was communicated from Tamehameha, (usually denomi- 
nated Riho-Riho,) king of the Sandwich Islands, composed and writ- 
ten by himself, and addressed to the Board: Whereupon, 

The President and Secretaries of the Board were appointed a 
Committee to prepare and transmit to the king an ansWer, express- 
ing the thanks of the Board for his letter, and for his kindness to the 
missionaries ; together with such other sentiments as they shall deem 
advisable. 

The Hon. John C. Smith, the Hon. Benjamin Talmadge, General 
Daniel B. Brinsmade, the Rev. David L. Perry, and the Rey. Charles 
A. Boardman, were chosen Agents of the Foreign Mission School in 
Cornwall. 

Resolved, That the Hon. John C. Smith, the Hon. Jonas Platt, the 
Rev. Dr. Morse, Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. and Gen. Van Rensselaer, 
be a committee to prepare a memorial to the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, on the general subject of the civilization and moral im- 
provement of the Indian Tribes within the limits of our national 
territory. 

William T. Money, Esq. member of the British Parliament, was 
unanimously elected a Corresponding Member of this Board. 

The Committee on the subject of the avails of the Missionary 
Herald, and the appropriation of those avails, reported, 


* In the part of his letter, to which allusion is here made, Mr. Wilberforce says: 
“T can truly declare to you, that I never can be employed in any manner more 
gratifying to my feelings, than when I am co-operating with my Christian brethren 
of the United States for the accomplishment of any common labour of love. It has 
been delightful to see, that the institutions of both countries for the purposes of 
Christian benevolence, have had the blessed effect, besides their direct object, of ce- 
menting the mutual attachment of all good men on both sides of the Atlantic, to- 
wards each other.” 
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That they find the profits of that work, for the year 1822, already 
received, amount to the sum of $4,200 51—or, deducting the sum 
allowed for editorial services, and the sum charged for copies of that 
volume distributed gratuitously, the clear profits, already received, 
amount to the sum of $1,225 51. 

Resolved, That the Board approve the conduct of the Prudential 
Committee in appointing suitable agents to visit the Missionary sta- 
tions among the Indians, from time to time, and recommend a con- 
tinuance of similar measures. 

The Rev. Dr. Morse, the Rev. Dr Day, and the Hon. Jonas Platt, 
were appointed a Committee to communicate with the Prudential 
Committee on the subject of a Missionary establishment at Green 
Bay. 

Mr. Rufus Anderson was elected Assistant Secretary in the de- 
partment of Corresponding Secretary. 

The next annual meeting of the Board will be held in the city of 


Hartford, Conn. on the third Wednesday of September, 1824. 
Missionary Herald. 


—_——= 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


This Society, Though not exempted from those discouragements 
and calamities which have almost always attended every enterprise 
in the cause of humanity and religion, has gone forward in its be- 
nevolent operation ; and although its resources have been so few 
as to occasion most of its disasters, and at all times great embarrass- 
ment, it is now cheered with the sight of one colony actually settled 
in an inviting region, flourishing, and only requiring more numbers 
and more means of improvement, to realize the hopes of the colo- 
nists, and the grand results professed by the Society. The latest 
accounts show that the reports which so alarmed its friends, were 
almost groundless ; that, although the arrival of the Oswego was in 
the very worst season, yet only eight have died, the rest are all re- 
covered to a man, and all were actively and prospereusly engaged in 
building and clearing—laying the foundation of a new empire. The 
Society is anxious to strengthen this colony by three expeditions of 
60 colonists each, and suitable supplies this fall ; but its funds are 
exhausted, and cannot do it without immediate aid from the public. 
Seeing the prospects are so encouraging, the object so benevolent 
to the degraded blacks, who are increasingly disposed to seek a re- 
fuge in the land of their fathers, the Society renews its solicitations 
with the strongest assurance that its requests will be heard. It is 
some time since we noticed particularly the state of the colony, and 
we shall endeavour to give some extracts from the communications 
of Dr. Ayres and Mr. Ashman, in a future number. As will be seen 
by the following certificate, an agent has been appointed to receive 
donations for the Society. 


CERTIFICATE. 
This is to certify, that the Rev. Loninc D. Dewey has been ap- 
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pointed an agent on behalf of the American Colonization Society, and 
we hereby cordially recommend him to the confidence of the pub- 
lic, and the objects of the Society to the patronage of the city and 
the community in general. 


By order of the Board of Managers of the New-York 
Auxiliary Colonization Society. 


(Signed) Henry Rurerrs, Prest. 
New-¥ ork, Sept. 25th, 1823. Joun B. Beck, M. D. Rec. Sec’y, 


(cr Donations may be left with Mr. John P. Haven, No, 182 Broadway, New- 
York. 


—_—___. 
oe 


DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN THE U. STATES OF AMERICA. 


The managers of this Society held a special meeting at Philadel- 
phia on the Ist inst. They appointed two missionaries, the Rev. 
Thomas Horrell, and the Rev. Henry H. Pfieffer, ‘and also a per- 
son for Africa.”’ The station which we understand the Society have 
fixed upon in Africa (Liberia) is one of great importance ; and 
should the American Colony established there be ultimately success- 
ful, of which we have no doubt, a wide field will be opened to the 
American Episcopal Church for the exercise of her mostJiberal 
charities. There are many destitute Episcopal congregations in the 
United States that need missionary aid, and in the new settlements 
of the Western States many more might be established by faithful 
missionaries : to occupy this ground will require large funds, and 
the labours of many clergymen; yet, while her domestic ope- 
rations are not: overlooked nor neglected, she may still bless Africa 
with the Gospel of peace. 

We are happy to give publicity to the following Circular, and 
hope those who are concerned in its objects will give it immediate 
attention. 

‘* The executive committee of the board of trustees of the Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, anxious to fulfil the high 
trust committed to them, solicit, with the utmost earnestness, such 
information as any member of our communion may possess relative 
to the successful establishment of domestic or foreign missions. It 
is the wish of the committee to direct their immediate attention to 
those states and territories of our country in which the church 
has not yet been organized, and where they have every reason to 
believe there are many Episcopalians to be found. Wherever there 
is a prospect of establishing a congregation, they promise, upon in- 
formation being sent, their most strenuous exertions to obtain a 
clergyman. ’ 

‘‘ Communications upon the subject of foreign missions will like- 
wise meet with the earliest attention, and be most gratefully receiv- 
ed. The committee have power to establish them; and they be- . 
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lieve that judicious and decisive measures would be hailed with ex- 
ultation by many friends of the church. The irresistible arguments 
of Scripture upon this subject must be well known to those who 
are now addressed. In compliance with its sacred injunctions, the 
committee, after due deliberation, will be happy to commence a 
miesion either on the coast of Africa, or more especially among the 
aborigines of our own country. 

The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few. Are there 
not some among those who are preparing for the ministry of the 
Gospel ready to devote themselves, under the direction of the So- 
ciety, to foreign or domestic missions ? The committee solicit a cor- 
respondence with all those, whether candidates or clergymen, whose 
attention has been directed to these important subjects, and beg 
leave to assure them, that every information relative to the views 
of the Society—the nature of its contemplated missions—will be 
most cheerfully imparted. 

‘**The committee cannot pass by this opportunity without soliciting 
the friends of the church to renew their exertions in behalf of an 
institution which promises, if ably supported by the contributions and 
prayers of the pious, to be a powerful instrument in spreading to a 
great extent the glad tidings of salvation ” 


By order, GEORGE BOYD, 
Philadelphia, 1823. Corresponding Secretary. 
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St. George’s Sunday Schools.—Some time ago the New-York Sunday School Union 
issued a circular recommending the formation of congregational associations upon a 
plan proposed by the “General Association of Teachers.” One object of these 
associations is to bring the schools more immediately under the inspection and pa- 
tronage of the pastors and congregations with which they are respectively connect- 
ed. The associations are expected to appropriate their surplus funds to the Parent 
Societies. In the congregation of St. George’s Church such an association has 
been formed, and last Sunday morning the Rector preached an appropriate sermon, 
and a collection was made to aid its funds. 

Preparatory to the more immediate object of his discourse, Dr. Milnor selected, 
as the foundation of some preliminary observations, the following remarkable words : 
«| will have mercy and not sacrifice.”’ Matt. vii. 12. A brief explanation of the 
import of the text, which is quoted from Hesea, vi. 6, Dr. Milnor showed that God 
sets a far less value on pompous sacrifices than he does on inward love, or acts of 
mercy and kindness shown to the poor and distressed By a variety of striking re- 
marks he exhibited the harmony, beauty, and loveliness of our holy religion, and 
charged his hearers to make no unhallowed separation between what God has join- 
ed together—morality and orthodoxy of belief. He considered this institution as 
worthy a pastor’s solicitude—the sacred place in which he pleaded its cause—and 
the high regard of his congregation. In alluding to the spirit of philanthropy which 
had at different times devised modes and means of meliorating the condition of the 
humbler classes of society, he observed, that, whatever difference of sentiment there 
may be, even among good men, on those questions of political economy which relate 
to providing support for the poor, all, all agree in giving them instruction in the 
common branches of education. No other objects can be placed in competition 
with those which educate the young and stere their minds with religious know- 
ledge. The free schools of our city have done much to elevate the character of the 
children of the poor, but their instructions have been mostly confined to those ele- 
ments only which fit their pupils for usefulness in this life; to them, therefore, 
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Sunday Schools have become the most important auxiliaries, their ultimate object 
being to teach them the religion of the Bible, and conduct them to a crucified Re- 
deemer. Dr. Milnor noticed the success which has attended these institutions from 
the time of their being founded by Rosert Rarxes to the present day, and stated 
that there are connected with his own church five schools, viz. one for coloured men, 
and one for coloured women, (who occupied the right and left Sunday School gal- 
leries,) one for coloured boys, one for white boys, and one for girls, (who were seat- 
ed in front of the chancel and in the isles,) numbering altogether about four hundred 
learners, under the care of about sixty teachers.* 101 (teachers or scholars) have 
been united te the church. 

He urged the importance of local visitation on the plan, as far as practicable, 
recommended by the Rev. Dr. Chalmers,t to whose great powers he paid a merited 
tribute of respect, and closed with a solemn and earnest appeal for pecupiary aid, 
and for the personal efforts of his people, in the capacity of teachers or visiters, and 
more especially for their united, believing, and constant prayers for the blessing of 
heaven on their labours, 

After the sermon was concluded the children sung an appropriate hymo selected 
for the occasion. The collection was then taken up, amounting to $160, and the 
morning exercises were concluded with a hymn, sung by the adult pupils. 

Colonization Society.—The following is a copy of a “card” circulated by the 
agent of the Society : 

“The design of this Society is such, that it appeals to the interest, to the pa- 
triotism, to the humanity, and to the religion of the whole nation, to come forward 
in its aid. The single object to which it directs its efforts, is the establishment of 
colonies in Africa. There it has one, now prosperous, and promising the most 
happy results. By this plan it secures invaluable benefits to America and Africa. 
To Africa it carries Civilization and Christianity, from it banishes ignorance and 
the horrors of the slave trade ; from America it removes a people who by our laws, 
our institutions, and public feeling, are degraded and despised ; and though some 
of them are nominally free, yet, while in our country, without the power of enjoy- 
ing the equal rights of citizens; and are allso exposed to temptation to vice, so 
denied instruction and the common inducements to virtue, as to constitute a great 
proportion of the culprits of justice, and the pests of society—inTEREST and Hv- 
manity both ask their removal. It places them where freedom and education will be 
enjoyed, where they shall not experience the contempt of a surrounding multitude, 
but be respected and happy ; so that every motive to virtue and religion will have 
its influence : and it opens a way for the safe and easy emancipation of the en- 
slaved, and thus to remedy an evil which threatens carnage and destruction one 
day to a great portion of our nation, and which will call the sons of the north te 
meet death by climate and battle in quelling a slave rebellion—inTEREST, PATRI- 
OTISM, and HUMANITY, equally demand their colonization. 

‘¢ The 1,764,800 coloured people of our vation, are almost all unable to read 
the Oracles of God—it places them where they shall be instructed, learn the Truth 
of Heaven, and impart its light to the land of their fathers—reELIGion requires the 
immediate execution of the work. It is an attempt to redress the injuries done to 
Africa and her sons in America, by giving them every blessing of freedom, and 
sending them back te carry to Africa the fair privileges of the happiest nation, and 
the peaceful principles of the Prince of Peace—every upright principle, humane, 
generous, and pious, the strongest obligation that can bind a nation, binds ours to 
this work. Shall then this enterprise fail, and thus show this nation to be desti- 
tute of all good principle ?—* an enterprise, looking to results, as grand and glo- 
rious as ever were effected by human exertion ; that would exterminate a trade, 
the thought ef which is agony ; cover Africa with the monuments of Civilization 
and the Light of Truth, remedy an evil in its nature most distressing, in its influ- 
ence most injurious, and which threatens to convulse the nation, and thus render 
stainless the land, and eternal the stability of the freest and happiest nation en earth.’ 
It must fail without timely aid. Its funds are exhausted. It looks to you for help. 

“ This Card solicits your aid—please to circulate it among your friends and fami- 
ly, and send what is collected to the Agent, or to Joun P. Haven, 182 Broadway, 
New-York. 


* For a history of these schools, see Christian Herald, vol. vii. 1820-21, pp. 725—731. 
i See this subject at length, in Christian Herald, vol. vii. pp. 365, 370, 454, 457, 526, 528, 616, 622, 
653, 657, 682, 685; also, Review of Dr. Miller’s sermon, p. 586 ; also, Review of Soc. Paup. p. 665, ¢¢ 


seq: and vol. viii. nos. 2, 8, 4, 2, and 22; and Review of Ward’s Letters, in nos. 9 and 16; also, 1! 
and 12. 
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“ The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 








For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN IMPORTANT, 


VIEWED IN ITS INFLUENCE UPON INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS, AND 
UPON THE CHURCH AT LARGE. 


I shall confine myself, in this particular, to three views of the influ- 
ence of the salvation of seamen upon Christians, and see if they will not 
present its importance in a still stronger light, if a stronger can be; and 
these three views shall be drawn from the following declaration of the 
prophet : 

Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be 
enlarged ; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto 
thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. Isaiah, |x. 5. 
I. 'The extensive conversion of seamen to the faith of Christ, will pra- 

duce in the church an increase of the fear of God. 

Thus the God of heaven says to his church, “ Thine heart shall fear, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.”” ‘This in- 
crease must appear very desirable when we consider how little of this fear 
is now to be found in the church. That Christians generally do not 
greatly abound in the fear of God, is proved from the spirit of conten- 
tion so prevalent among them, notwithstanding his repeated commands 
against it: From their many vain speculations on his Word, and their 
almost constant disobedience to it, together with their self-justification 
for all such disobedience. 

These things prove most conclusively, that God may often say of them 
in truth, “ My fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of Hosts,” Jer. ii. 19. 
But if we may believe the testimony of the Lord of Hosts, the general 
conversion of sailors will greatly increase this fear. It will then be a fact, 
that Christians will fear to disobey God vastly more than they do now ; 
and when he commands, they will not suffer their lips to reply against 
him, neither their hearts or their hands to be slow to comply with his 
holy requirements. They will fear to offend one of his little ones, more 
than at present, feeling that by doing so they only offend their Lord, and 
thus pierce themselves through with many sorrows, besides incurring the 
threatening he has denounced against such: Luke, xvii. 2. They will 
fear to speculate on divine truth, and on their own duty, when they are 
bound to believe the testimony, and obey the authority of God. They will 
fear to neglect the souls of men more than heretofore they have done. 
The spirit of theorizing and speculation on divine truth, has introduced 
an almost endless number of disputes into the church, and turned the 
thoughts of men off from the great object of their being, to dispute about 
“ words to no profit ;” and has thus very nigh banished the fear of God 
from the world. His laws are theorized upon, as though they were of 
C. Heravp, No. 236. 44 
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mere human enactment, and the words of his prophets and apostles, 
as if they were only the dreams of a heathen poet. If the conver- 
sion of seamen will serve to increase the fear of God, so that when 
he speaks man will at once obey and believe, it must surely be a 
most desirable event ; for it must be evident that the love of God 
will increase along with his fear. Let this fear of God, which he 
tells us the conversion of seamen will produce, be thus increased, 
and his person, as the Triune God, will be loved with more ardour, 
and Christians will oftener say of him in this character, with more 
heartfelt delight, and wondering adoration, ‘ Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we 
have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” 
Isaiah, xxv. 9. Their love of his laws will be more persevering and 
ardent ; and their hearts, with new emotions, will oftener say, ‘‘O 
how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.” Psalm cxix. 97. 
«* 1 love thy commandments above gold ; yea, above fine gold ;”’ verse 
127. ‘my soul hath kept thy testimonies ; and I love them exceed- 
ingly ;’ verse 167. Their love to his dispensations will also be in- 
creased by the extensive conversion of sailors. They will see more 
extensively how the pious heart can feel under adverse providences, 
and more abundantly feel, concerning God, that 


‘‘ Behind a frowning Providence, 
“He hides a smiling face ;” 


and under calamitous events they will feel and say, from the heart, 
‘“*] know that God doeth it,—that men should fear before him,” 
Eccles. iii. 14, and love him too, as well for his judgments as 
for his mercies. Sailors will see and tell of a thousand reasons for 
love to God in their seeming adversities at sea, when “ their soul 
melted because of trouble,’’ and when they cried unto the Lord “in 
their trouble,”’ and he brought them “ out of their distress ;’’ and on 
their arrival at ‘‘their desired haven,” they will say to his people— 
**O that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men.”” Psalm cvii. 26—31. 

II. The extensive conversion of sailors to the faith of Christ, will 
produce in Christians an increased enlargement of heart. 

In the passage from the prophet before alluded to, God says to his 
church, ‘* Thine heart shall be enlarged,—because the abundance of 
the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 

Enlargement of heart, however desirable it may be, is yet a vir- 
tue in which Christians have not greatly abounded. They have in- 

‘deed talked loud and long of their disinterested benevolence, and 
their charity ; but at the same time their conduct has said to all, who 
should not feel as they do about doctrine and duty, ‘stand by thy- 
self, come not near to me, for I am holier than thou.” Isa. Ixv. 5. 
The heart has thus long been contracted by sectarian prejudices, and 
party contention about ‘‘ words to no profit.”” But when the influ- 
ence of God’s grace in the extensive conversion of seamen shall 
be felt, these contracted notions will be dissipated. The spell 

















The Salvation of Seamen Important. 347 


which binds religious feeling to such narrow limits will be broken, and 
the pious heart suffered to gratify its most boundless desire both in 
doing and in receiving good. Then it will feel more for the souls of 
sinners than at present, and more earnestly contend for the truth, 
that no Christian can feel too much interest in the conversion of 
souls to Christ, till he can feel more than the soul is worth, or till 
he can feel more than Jesus did when he laid down his life to re- 
deem souls from hell. And also for the truth, that no Christian can 
feel too much for the honour and glory of Christ in the salvation of 
sinners, till he can exceed in his feelings the worth of that honour 
and glory. These are facts which are as true now, as they will be, 
when they shall be seen and felt as facts before the throne of judg- 
ment. The heart, as it becomes enlarged with these great truths, 
will rise above the cold and calculating spirit of this day. The cold- 
hearted charge of enthusiasm, and of zeal without knowledge, when it 
begins to labour and agonize that sinners may be born unto God, 
will not be regarded, only as a stimulous to more, and still more, ex- 
ertion to persuade men to be reconciled to God: And if this shall 
serve to make him vile in the eyes of men, he will determine like 
pious David to become still more vile. These results will necessari- 
ly follow an extensive enlargement of heart, which, according to 
God’s testimony, the conversion of seamen will produce. But an 
increase of feeling and zeal will not be all: For an enlarged heart 
will not only be a zealous and feeling heart, it will also be a praying 
heart. When the heart of Zion is enlarged by the conversion of 
seamen, she will pray more, and pray also to more purpose than she 
does at the present time. 

She will pray more. There are in the church few prayers even 
in form, to what they should be. Her mercies and motives lead- 
ing to much prayer are many and great: and yet there are com- 
paratively few of her sons, who, like her primitive children, could 
pray ‘“‘evening, and morning, and at noon.’”’—Psalm, lv. 17. And 
‘even seven times a day,”’ Psalm cxix. 164, give praise unto God for 
his goodness and mercy. The number is still less, who give them- 
selves ‘‘continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word ;”’ 
Acts, vi. 4; who pray “always with all prayer ;’’ Eph. vi. 18; or 
who in every thing ‘ by prayer” let their requests be made known 
unto God. Phil. iv. 6. And O! how rare are the individuals to be 
found among her most pious and devoted sons, who, like her Di- 
vine Lord, spend whole nights in ‘ prayer to God,” Luke, vi. 12, 
for his blessing, guidance, and spirit, to direct in the way to do good, 
glorify God, and save extensively the souls of men! ‘These exam- 
ples for prayer were given by enlarged hearts, influenced by the 
love and fear of God; and when the heart of Zion again becomes 
enlarged, by the extensive conversion of seamen, these examples 
will again be more extensively imitated, and the church generally 
will pray more. “ 

She will also pray more to purpose. There seems to be in the 
prayers of Christians generally, compared with the requirements of 
Scripture, two great defects which ought to be remedied, and which 
the enlargement of heart of which we are speaking, will serve, at 
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least in a degree, to remove One of these is, their prayers are of 
too general a character to fix the soul on any one thing in particu- 
lar. The common mode of praying is to mention all the general in- 
terest of the Church, without much, if any, particularity, either in 
the subject prayed for, or the blessing asked. This of course leads the 
mind to run over them with such rapidity that it has not time to plead 
for, and rest upon a single object of petition. Besides, it necessa- 
rily leads to a very tedious and disgusting sameness in prayer. It is 
painfully observable in many instances at least, that the prayers of 
the family, of the little praying circles, of the conference room, and 
even on more public occasions, are all of the same general charac- 
ter, and often nearly verbatim: and it surely would not be presum- 
ing mach to affirm, that the prayers of such Christians in the closet, 
(if indeed they have any there,) are as their more public performan- 
ces. Now all this may be, and most probably is, really praying for 
nothing, although many words are uttered before God: and it is con- 
sequently no manner of wonder that in answer to such prayers no- 
thing is received. Now since the conversion of Seamen is to be the 
means of enlarging the hearts of Christians, it is evident that in some 
measure at least it will remedy this defect: for it will make them 
feel more particularly their own need of Christ and his Spirit in all 
things. This will lead them to ask God in prayer only for such 
things as they need, and to plead with him for these things as a child 
does with his father. And when they go to ask God for one bless- 
ing, they will feel no heart to mix with it a thousand other things, 
about which they know little or nothing at all. The same enlarge- 
ment will probably lead them also to have a ‘‘ time and a season” 
for each of their general objects of prayer without suffering one to 
interfere with the other. ‘Thus the closet prayer will be different 
from the family prayer ; and the prayer for the conference room 
different from both : and again the missionary concert different from 
them all: and yet again all these will differ according to the varying 
circumstances of the objects for which supplications are to be made. 

The second general defect in prayer which is here to be consi- 
dered, is, that they are offered in unbelief, or rather, perhaps, ina 
disbelief of the promises of God. The promises of God to hear and 
answer prayer, are rich and abundant. ‘* Before they call ! will 
answer ; and while they are yet speaking I will hear.” Isa. Ixv. 24. 
‘* Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, 
and | will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all your heart.’’ Jer. xxix. 12, 13. 
‘* Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh, receiveth ; 
and he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it shall be 
opened.’ Luke, xi. 9, 10.‘ Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” 
Jer. xxxiit. 3. ‘* And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name I will do it.” John, xiv. 13, 14. “* Ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” John, xvi. 24. These 
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gracious promises led to the following apostolic exhortation and assu- 
rance: ‘Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 
Heb. iv. 16. Now this exhortation is not obeyed, nor are these 
promises, in their most simple and obvious sense believed by the 
generality of professors of religion. 

[t is sometimes a fact, notwithstanding the general nature of most 
prayers, that Christians pray for a particular blessing, such as the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, either to quicken the saints or to convert sin- 
ners. But if they will be honest with their hearts, and strict in the 
examination of their feelings, they will probably find nine times out 
of ten, if not ninety-nine out of a bundred, that their minds are pre- 
viously made up that their petition will not be granted ; and in that 
state of mind go and ask God to grant it, and call it such asking as 
he has required—think they have prayed very well, and when they 
see the blessing sought is not given, they conclude that the ‘* Lord’s 
time’? has not yet come; and they of course become wonderfully 
submissive to God, while they live in contentment without the influ- 
ence of the Spirit, either to quicken saints or to convert sinners. 
Now such submission is only the submission of unbelief; and can 
have no more the nature of resignation than the stoicisms of infidels. 
But when the heart becomes enlarged by the influence of God’s 
grace in the conversion of Seamen, this soul-killing error will, in 
in measure at least, be destroyed ; and Christians will begin to feel, 
much more generally than they do at present, that when they ask, 
and receive not, it is because they ask amiss, James, iv. 3. and a de- 
nial will excite in them, instead of feelings of joy under their sup- 
posed resignation, feelings of the deepest surrow and self-abase- 
ment, that they should ever even doubt the faithfulness of God, 
to his great and precious promises which are given them in Christ 
Jesus. 

Besides these efforts of an enlarged heart, which God tells us the 
conversion of Seamen will produce ; it will have the general effect 
to make Christians live more like Christ. To speak ofiener with 
each other on the great things of the kingdom of God; and to sin- 
ners on the subject of their salvation; and to be more constant in 
going about and doing good, and less fearful of oflending a wicked 
world. ; 

[t will lead them to do vastly more by their liberalities than they 
do at present. Every benevolent institution will receive more 
prompt and liberal support, as the great fact will be more extensive- 
ly felt, that the silver and the gold, and the merchaudise, and even 
the cattle upon a thousand hills are the Lord’s. I-a. |. 10. and ‘hat 
they are only stewards, who must shortly give an account of their 
stewardship. Luke, xvi. 2. Feeling this, they will give more abun- 
dantly for the support of Christ’s cause in the world, and they will 
also have more abundance to give, for the converted Seamen, will, 
like the children of Zebulun and Issachar, ‘* Suck of the abundance 
of the seas and of treasures hid in the sand ;”’? Deut. xxxili. 19. and 
will bring them in such abundance to Zion, along with the milk of 








350 The Cornish Fisherman. 


the Gentiles, that gold shall be as brass, and silver as iron, to her, 


in the work of evangelizing the world, and for beautifying temples 
to the honour of her God. Isa. Ix. 16, 17. 








To the Editor of the Seaman’s Magazine. 
THE CORNISH FISHERMAN. 


Sir—The following is an exact copy of a letter written by a Cornish Fisherman 
to his friend in Portsea, published in the Dublin Methodist Magazine for 1311—By 
giving it an insertion in your useful miscellany, you will oblige 


A MEMBER OF THE CHARLESTON BETHEL UNION. 
Charleston, §. C. July 18th, 1823. 


‘* RESPECTED AND VERY DEAR FRIEND.—The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, with every covenant mercy and gospel blessing, be 
added in rich abundance to your consolation. 1 am still in the land 
of the living, a monument of Divine compassion. [It is now in the 
60th year since I first entered on the voyage of life, and launched 
out on the waves of tumult. My course, under a press of sail, was 
directly before the wind; nor did I veer a single point, or change 
tack or sheet, for twenty years, but exactly at the end of that time, 
I was favoured with a sight of the sun, and consequently had a true 
observation ; corrected my dead reckoning, and found by calcula- 
tion that | was running into danger, being completely embayed on 
an enemy’s coast, and a leeward shore. My situation became still 
more perilous on account of a rapid current, which, in those low 
latitudes, is constantly and invariably setting to leeward. I then 
immediately, and without hesitation, for there was no time to be lost, 
hauled my vessel close by the wind. But a new scene quickly turn- 
ed up, for | had very soon to encounter strong gales, accompanied 
with a tremendous sea, which much disabled me in my masts, sails, 
and rigging. My upper works also became very leaky, which re- 
quired constant labour and toil at the pumps; so that there re- 
mained no other alternative but that of the old adage, pump or sink, 
it is now forty years since 1 braced sharp-up, beating to windward, 
and toiling hard to make the blessed shore. But my weathering all 
the rocks and shoals has often been exceeding doubtful. And here 
I am still, like an old shattered weather-beaten bark, tossed up 
and down on the boisterous ocean of time, and buffeted by the rude 
waves of temptation and sorrow, while the roaring billows of adver- 
sity often rise high, and break with violence on my weather bow. 

This morning, however, being aloft, | was favoured with a dis- 
tant view of the land, which appeared to be pleasant and beautiful. 
But what rendered the prospect still more delightful was its ap- 
pearance on my lee bow. So, my dear brother, I hope soon to give 
her a point of the sheet, slack my bow lines, and round in on my 
weather braces. 

The voyage indeed has been long and tedious, but when I reach 
the harbour it will be doubly sweet and desirable, for then all my 
sorrows will be at an end, and the delights of paradise will open to 
my view. Yes, my brother, 1 hope I shall at last, like a gallant 
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and stately vessel under full sail, being wafted by the gentle breezes 
and pleasant gales of redeeming love, enter with joy and triumph the 
peaceful harbour, where thousands that are landed before will crowd 
the eternal quay to greet and hail me welcome. If! am first landed, 
I have no doubt but I shall be looking out hard for the arrival of my 
very dear friend. I am, &c. 


(eee 
——— 


DIVINE FAITHFULNESS. 


* God is faithful.”-—1 Cor. i. 9. 


Who can deny it? Ask the damned in hell. He threatened his 
vengeance on sin; they laughed at it, but now they feel it. Ruined 
souls, is God faithful? Ask the Redeemed in heaven. God promised 
to support, and guide, and save them; they believed it, and now 
they realize the full enjoyment of it. Happy spirits, is God faith- 
ful? Ask the church on earth, whom “he has called unto the fel- 
lowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” To them he has made 
exceedingly great and precious promises ; they advance with confi- 
dence in them. Believer, is your God in Christ Jesus faithful? But 
chiefly thou, poor tempest-tost, doubting, but hoping sailor, has the 
Lord been a land of darkness or a wilderness unto thee? Has he 
ever deserted thee in time of need? Has he ever left thee in the 
power of thine enemies? Has he ever forsaken thee? True, he has 
suffered thee to look within and behold “ the chambers of imagery ;”’ 
he has permitted thee to experience the plague of thine own heart; 
he has allowed 

«“ The angry powers of hell” 


to assault and terrify thee; he has suffered thee to meet with all 
possible variety of weather, and be exposed to every danger during 
thy voyage to the ‘‘fair haven,” but has he given thee up, and ex- 
pelled thee from his presence and plunged thee down to hell? O 
no, thou knowest, poor doubting trembling soul—thou knowest God 
is faithful. An unseen but real arm has supported thee ; an invisible 
but real pillar and cloud have guided thee ; and thy supplies have 
met thee constantly by the way, through the medium of ravens and 
rocks, clouds and brooks ; and all these astonishing means thy God 
has employed for thy good. Sailor, ‘be not afraid, only believe.” 
A thousand Ebenezers during the voyage are exhibited on thy log 
that prove the faithfulness of thy God and Father. Cast away thy 
fears, enjoy thy privileges, claim through Christ every promise in 
the Bible, for ‘all are yours ;” and before you reach heaven, (for 
I’m sure you'll speak it there for ever,) but before you arrive there, 
proclaim through the ranks of our crowded world—through the 
dark abodes of devils in hell, and let the rebound pass along the shin- 
ing throng around the throne in glory—that “God is faithful, by 
whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 
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THE ARMLESS SAILOR. 


Joun Corton, a seaman, lost both his arms in the desperate ac- 
tion which took place between the brig Patriot and a piratical 
schooner off St. Antonio, on the 8th of September, 1822. His pecu- 
liarly distressed situation excited the sympatiiy of many persons in the 
city, anda collection amounting to $19 79 was taken up in the Mari- 
ners’ Church for his relief. To this sum $25 each was added by 
eight Marine Insurance Companies, and several sums by individuals, 
making in all $550, which has been deposited in the Savings Bank. 


_- 
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THE SAILOR AND HIS BIBLE. 


From Griscom’s year in Europe. 


The Hospital (at Marseilles) contains 325 patients.—I found in it 
three or four American Seamen, one of whom was intent upon hig 
Bible ; and he informed me, with an expression of much satisfaction, 
that he was a member of the Marine Bible Society of New-York. 





JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG 
AT NEW-YORK. 


Thursday Evening, the 21st of Aug.—Prayer Meeting on board the 
ship London, Capt. Allyn. This is the first meeting which has been 
held on board of any vessel except Tuesdays and Fridays in 20 months. 
They are arranged by the Managers of the Beturs Union, consist- 
ing of 36 members of the different denominations of Christians. In the 
warm season of the year, meetings are held on board of vessels— 
the Bethel Flag is flying at mast-head during the day, and a lantern 
in the evening. Inthe inclement season they are held in Seamen's 
boarding houses, with a large lantern suspended above the door, 
with the intelligible and appropriate inscription, Beruex Union ; to 
draw wandering Sailors on board of vessels and to houses, where 
prayer is wont to be made. Our friends from different parts of the 
United States who may visit our port, are respectfully invited to at- 
tend a Bethel Meeting while here. This. evening was pleasant, and 
at 8 o’clock there were nearly 300 seamen and citizens on board. 
The exercises commenced by singing a hymn relating to the pow- 
er and goodness of God, treasured up in his dear Son,’ for the 
salvation of sinners. After a solemn prayer was offered up to Al- 
mighty God by one of the committee, the Rev. Mr. Somers made 
a very interesting exhortation, which gained the attenion of every 
individual on board. The Rev. Mr. Chase concluded the meeting 
with a prayer that God would own and bless all our poor and im- 
perfect endeavours for the salvation of Seamen, which should be for 
the honour and glory of his great and holy name. After the bless- 
ing was pronounced, many tracts were distributed. 








